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This spring, between forty-five and seventy-five percent of the students in your youth group will graduate out of high school and out of the church as well.  Young adults in the 18 to 25 age range are in the peak years for dropping out of church.
  Reports indicate that there is a steady decline in religious activity both with age and amount of schooling.
  While polls show that belief in God is rising, there is a common understanding that each person should be entitled to design his or her own “spirituality.”
  It seems as if we no longer pass on faith; rather, faith is something young adults choose from a variety of options.
James Fowler describes the transitioning faith that often emerges in this time span.  Most adolescents enter into Synthetic-Conventional Faith (stage 3) when they reach puberty.  This third stage is marked by the adolescent’s experience extending beyond the immediate family.  There are various spheres now demanding the adolescent’s attention—social, religious, media, etc.  Fowler refers to this stage as the “conformist” stage “in the sense that it is acutely tuned to the expectations and judgments of significant others and as yet does not have a sure enough grasp on its own identity and autonomous judgment to maintain an independent perspective.”
  A youth group is often an appealing entity for an adolescent to conform to.

While not everyone leaves the Synthetic-Conventional Stage, those who do often do so because of the experience of leaving home (173).  During the transition time of leaving this third stage, the individual “encounters…experiences or perspectives that lead to critical reflection on how one’s beliefs and values have formed and changed, and on how ‘relative’ they are to one’s particular group or background” (173).
Unfortunately, the young adult who is judging what is relevant and relative in his life is often left with the impression that he has outgrown God.  The God of pizza, loud music, and topical studies that he worshipped in youth group does not seem relevant when he’s dealing with school debt, the loss of a parent, a first encounter with an Eastern religion, or the demise of a meaningful relationship.  Just as he left behind pie-eating contests in youth group, so he has left behind God.

How can one make the successful leap from Synthetic-Conventional Faith to what Fowler calls Stage 4, Individuative-Reflective Faith?  When a young adult enters into Stage 4, the “ascendant strength has to do with its capacity for critical reflection on identity (self) and outlook (ideology)” (182).  It is during this time of critical reflection that faith in God is often abandoned or thought outgrown.  In this stage comes “an excessive confidence in the conscious mind and in critical thought and a kind of narcissism in which the now clearly bounded, reflective self overassimilates ‘reality’ and the perspectives of others into its own world view” (182-183).  The individual grows into a newly discovered thoughtful and critical mind, and in the process, can outgrow the God of her adolescence.
So what is to be done?  How do we help our students transition from stage to stage without losing faith?    Religious commitment, the Rev. Dr. Carol Lytch reveals, is not based significantly on “The gender of the youth minister, the array of fun activities that a church might offer, [or] the style of music.”
  If these factors are not major contributors to maintaining faith, what does have an influence?  What is a youth pastor to do?  Perhaps it is not so much what we are doing, as it is what we are not doing.


The objective of this retreat is for students to make a permanent leap of faith.  Since it is often difficult to judge any state of faith other than our own, the desired expressive outcome of this retreat will be to see our young adults continue to participate in a local church when they leave the security of their childhood home.

This objective will be supported by various teaching methods and techniques such as:

· Ice breakers

· Small groups (see further instruction below for small group leaders)

· Role play (see further instructions below)

· Film

· Story telling
· Lecture

· Worship

· As well as other creative teaching methods designed to appeal to student’s senses and learning styles.

Additional instruction for small group leaders:


Your role in the retreat is critical.  Using the non-directive teaching methods listed below, you will serve as a catalyst to allow students to discover their own feelings, opinions, and leanings on their faith commitment.  The non-directive leader is more of a facilitator than a teacher.  You become involved in personal relationships and guide student’s growth and development.
  This idea of facilitating over teaching is important as many of these students will begin to live on their own following graduation.  You’re ability to treat them as adults and respect their thoughts and opinions, rather than spoon-feeding your own, will allow students to make personal, significant decisions rather than simply regurgitating what they think you want to hear.  Your goal is to understand the student’s world.
  This can be done by adhering to these four suggestions outlined in the book Models of Teaching.

1.  Respect the students’ ability to identify their own problems and formulate their own solutions (264).  In other words, treat the students as adults.
2.  Recognize both students’ positive and negative feelings.  While inwardly you may be cringing at a student’s pronouncement that “Church is boring and I’m never going back,” try empathetic communication, “Sometimes I get bored in church, too” (264).  Summarize and recapitulate what you hear said.
3.  Lead your small group without taking responsibility from the students.  Try using these non-directive lead-taking responses:


“What do you think of that?”


“Can you say more about that?”


“How do you react when that happens?” (267). 
4.  Your goal as a non-directive leader is not to produce short-term effects, such as every student in your group giving the promise that they will attend church, your goal is to produce long-term thinking patterns within your students.  Give your students the tools they need to make good decisions in the future (263).
Additional instruction for the role-play:


The book Models of Teaching explains the reasons behind role play:

“The role-playing process provides a live sample of human behavior that serves as a vehicle for students to: (1) explore their feelings; (2) gain insight into their attitudes, values, and perceptions; (3) develop their problem-solving skills and attitudes; and (4) explore the subject matter in varied ways” (56).
Role-plays are not simply breaks in the schedule to provide a creative outlet, they are also extremely helpful in allowing students to delve into otherwise unidentified feelings.
This retreat is intended for seniors in high school.
This is an overnight retreat.  The ideal location for this retreat is your church.  When this is done, students are given the unspoken permission that speaking of serious matters such as leaving the faith are allowed and in fact encouraged within the walls of the church.  If however, space is limited or unavailable, alternative locations will work as long as there is a large enough room for all of the students to break up into small groups without disrupting those around them.

· 1 leader to oversee the various events
· 1 sponsor for every 4-6 students—both male and female.  These sponsors will be in charge of facilitating their small group and keeping an eye on students in the middle of the night.
· People to cook breakfast (number depending on how many students attend the retreat).  If possible, try to bring in fresh volunteers since many of the sponsors may be tired from a late night.

· Small slips of colored paper—one for each student (Two-thirds of the slips should be one color, the additional third should be another)

· Large white board with markers (or equivalent)

· King of the Hill Episode: “Reborn to be Wild” #151
For information on how to obtain this episode:


·  “Fashion Show” items (toys from childhood, old music, old styles of clothing, outdated religious paraphernalia such as a W.W. J.D. bracelet, an old church camp t-shirt, or a curriculum workbook the students have completed—for more suggestions, refer to the lesson plan).

· 3x5 cards and pens for each student

· Sheets of nice paper for each student—for many students, this paper could become a keepsake.
· Evening snacks (suggestion: pizza, veggies, “Congratulation Graduates” cake, etc.)

· Breakfast materials (suggestion: pancakes, bacon, syrup, juice, plates, napkins, cups, forks)

· Optional: CD player for music (suggestion: Fernando Ortega’s “Give Me Jesus”)
Students should bring:
· Sleeping bag

· Bible

· Toiletries

· Pillow

· Change of Clothes


The major cost of this retreat will be food for snacks and breakfast.  Depending on your budget, you can ask each student to bring two or three dollars to cover these costs.  There is also the cost of any paper products listed above that you might not already have.
Below is a suggested schedule.  Be sure to inform your students that while there is an agenda for the evening, they are free to move around to use the restroom or help themselves to snacks throughout the evening.  Overall, you want the students to feel they are being treated like adults.
8:00 pm – 8:00 am

8:00-8:10 pm 
Hand out tickets/Welcome students (10 minutes)
8:10-8:20 pm
Youth Group Highlights (10 minutes)
8:20-8:25 pm
Startling Statistics—break up into groups according to paper color (5 minutes)
8:25-8:38 pm
First Small Group Time (13 minutes)
8:38-8:48 pm
First Large Group Follow-up (10 minutes)
8:48-9:05 pm 
Role Play (17 minutes)
9:05-9:35 pm
“King of the Hill” Episode (30 minutes)
9:35-9:45 pm
 Fashion Show of Outgrown Items (10 minutes)
9:45-10:00 pm
    Break (15 minutes)
10:00-10:15 pm   Second Small Group Time (15 minutes)
10:15-10:20 pm   Second Large Group Follow-up (5 minutes)
10:20-10:35 pm   Sharing Stories (15 minutes)
10:35-10:50 pm   Devotional: Growing Into God (15 minutes)
10:50-10:55 pm   Worship Song (5 minutes)
10:55-11:30 pm   Letting Go and Lifting Up (35 minutes—this time will vary depending
on how many students attend)/ Concluding prayer
11:30 pm- 7:30 am 
Sleep (8 hours—this time will naturally vary)
7:30-8:00 am

Pancake Breakfast (30 minutes)

Note to the leader: Before diving into this lesson plan, it is important to note that the following lesson is more of a tool than a blueprint.  The students in your youth group are unique to any other students.  This retreat cannot be treated as a recipe or a set of instructions that will ultimately yield the desired results.  This lesson plan must be adjusted to the condition, preferences, emotions of your unique group in order to be effective.



When students arrive, they should be handed a slip of colored paper.  Two-thirds of the slips of paper should be one color, the remaining third should be another.  Instruct students to keep their slip of paper in their pocket for a later time.  When you hand paper out, mix the colors up so that friends who arrive together will receive different colors.
Note to the leader: These tickets will be used later to represent how many students in the youth group will drop-out of church if the statistics are correct.  Since statistics range from 45-75%, we’re going to use the rough median of 66%.
Begin the evening with a trip down memory lane.  Show videos, photographs, and share stories from the senior highers’ experience with the youth group.  Consider having an “open mic” time where seniors can share their favorite memories from youth group.

Note to the leader: This segment is designed to allow the students to reflect on their youth group experience.  Depending on your technical capabilities, this segment can be as complicated as a creative power point presentation, or as simple as asking students to share their favorite memories while sitting in a circle.  Do your best to include all of the students present.

Following the youth group highlights, everyone should be relaxed and comfortably seated.  At this point, the leader should tell the students to take out their colored slips of paper.  The students should be instructed to separate according to color, “Reds to the left, blues to the right.”  When the students are divided by color, the leader should announce what these groups represent. (i.e. “If the statistics are correct, everyone with a blue slip of paper will graduate out of high school and not step foot inside a church again.”)  Once the statistic has been shared, ask students to call out how they feel about this announcement.
Note to the leader:  Depending on the mood of your students, this event could be either quite sobering, or an occasion to laugh (perhaps out of discomfort).  Acknowledge the student’s mood with, “Yes, I was shocked/saddened by this statistic as well.” Or “I hope it doesn’t happen with our youth group, either.” If students are uncomfortable and laughing say, “I wasn’t sure how to respond to this news either.”  

From their opposite sides of the room, have the students break up into small groups.  If they have already been in a small group throughout the course of the year, have them use that small group, otherwise, have them break up into groups of four or five.  Each group should have a small group leader who should be practicing the non-directive teaching methods laid out earlier in this curriculum.  Each small group should brainstorm reasons why they think students quit going to church after they graduate from high school.  There should be a recorder in the group who records the answers as well as a reporter who will read these reasons out loud to the group.

For the small group leader: If you are having difficulty getting people to volunteer to be the recorder or reporter (or if you have too many people volunteering), instruct your group to close their eyes, and point at the person they think should be the recorder.  Do likewise with the reporter.  Whoever gets the most “votes” is the elected leader.



At the end of the small group brainstorming time, the reporter from each group will be asked to read out loud their groups’ reasons for dropping out of church.  The main youth leader will write each one down on a large white-board/poster board/chalkboard depending on what is available.  After each group has reported, the leader should put stars next to the top four or five most given reasons.
Note to the leader: Repeat and affirm every reason that is given—even ones that are given multiple times.  After the reporter has finished reading his or her list, ask the group if they would like to add any additional reasons.

Using the four or five most popular answers, initiate a role play.  You will need one student to volunteer to be “the graduate” and four or five other students to volunteer to be the popular answers.  For example, you could have one girl who is the graduate, and four other students representing, “Sleep,” “Partying,” “Other religions,” and “Irrelevance.”  These four popular answers will be personified by the students as temptations to the graduate.  The volunteers will be given three minutes to discuss how they want to enact this role play.
The role play can take on the following form as listed in Models of Teaching:
1.  Warm up the group—Explain that we are going to do a role play.

2.  Select participants—Don’t be afraid of long pauses.  If no one is volunteering, just wait.  Most likely, the students will become uncomfortable with a long stretch of silence and volunteer.
3.  Set the stage—Instruct the participants that it is 8 am on a Sunday morning.  The graduate’s alarm has just gone off and various temptations are now entering the room to convince the graduate to skip church.  Encourage the participants to be creative.
4.  Prepare observers—Instruct the observers that although they are not allowed to interrupt the role play, they will have a chance to give their feedback at the end.
5.  Enact—Set the role players loose.

6.  Discuss and evaluate—Ask the observers what struck them about the role play.  Ask them to give positive feedback first—what worked, what made them laugh?  Let them share what they thought wasn’t realistic, and what they might have done differently.

7.  Reenact—reenact the scene with new participants.

8.  Discuss and evaluate

9.  Share experiences and generalize—“Both of our graduates had a difficult time standing up to ‘Irrelevant.’  Why do you think that was?” (59).
Note to the leader: This is a time for you to step back and let the students work.  They do not have to come up with the “right” answer.  If  “Sleep” is able to convince the graduate to sleep in, let him.  Let the students give suggestions to how things could be handled.


Instruct the students that they have earned the right to sit back and watch other people act.  Consider pulling out popcorn and beverages to snack on during this video.

For the leader:  Do not give the students any instructions on how to watch this video.  The majority of the show is humorous but has a powerful point at the end.  Allow the show to speak for itself.  
A brief synopsis of the show: In a recent “King of the Hill” episode, Hank fears his son Bobby is succumbing to negative influences and forces him to join a youth group.  Bobby discovers that this youth group consists of cool punks (including the tattooed youth pastor) who worship God through skateboarding and punk rock.  


Hank becomes worried when his son’s speech begins to change and he sports an earring.  He cringes at his son’s dinner time prayers: 

“I wanna give a shout-out to the man who makes it all happen. Props be to you for this most bountiful meal that sits before us. Okay, check it, God, you've got skillz. You represent in these vegetables and in this napkin and in the dirt that grows the grain that makes the garlic breadsticks that are on this table today, yes-shizz.  Thanks, J-Man. Peace.”


Hank forbids Bobby to attend the youth group and even confronts the youth pastor: “Can't you see you're not making Christianity better, you're just making rock n' roll worse.”


Bobby is furious over his father’s decision and remarks, “When I turn 18, I'm going to do whatever I want for the Lord. Tattoos, piercings, you name it.”


The conversation that ensues, though admittedly between two cartoon characters,

 provides provocative insights into the youth group culture and the idea of out-growing 

God: 

HANK: Come here, there's something I want you to see. (Hank takes down a box from the shelf and opens it up) Remember this? 
BOBBY: My beanbag buddy? Oh, man, I can't believe I collected those things. They're so lame. 
HANK: You didn't think so five years ago. And how about your virtual pet? You used to carry this thing everywhere. Then you got tired of it, forgot to feed it, and it died. 
BOBBY: (looks at a photo of himself in a Ninja Turtles costume): I look like such a dork. 
HANK: I know how you feel. I never thought that "Members Only" jacket would go out of style, but it did. I know you think stuff you're doing now is cool, but in a few years you're going to think it's lame. And I don't want the Lord to end up in this box.
 


Following the video, bring out the “youth group box” and begin pulling out things that students have grown out of.  Allow for students to call out their own ideas of what they grew out of.  Initial objects should be light and humorous (diapers, Barbie, My Little Pony, G.I. Joes, puff-paint shirts, pogs, old music, etc.).  The more objects you pull out, the more serious the atmosphere should get.  Pull out religious objects that once might have been meaningful to the students (W.W.J.D. bracelet, a completed curriculum workbook such as “Experiencing God,” an old youth camp t-shirt, etc.).  As you pull items out, ask students why they these items are no longer used.

Refresh the snacks.

Have the students break up into the groups they originally met in.  Again, the small group leader should be acting according to the non-directive teaching style.  Ask students the following questions (have a recorder and reporter for question four):

1.  What tempts you to drop-out of church?

2.  Is it possible to outgrow God?
3.  Can someone be committed to God and not go to church?  If so, what are some of the challenges they may face?

4.  Why do you think some young adults keep going to church even after they’ve graduated and are out from under their parent’s supervision? (Have recorder and reporter for this question).  
Before time is up, pass out 3x5 cards for students to write their names and future plans on (have them list the college they are attending if they are going on for further education).


At the end of the small group brainstorming time, the reporter from each group will be asked to read out loud their groups answers to question four.  The youth leader will write each one down on a large white-board/poster board/chalkboard depending on what is available.


Tell the students that you, too, have been brainstorming about how to make it easier for graduates to remain connected to the church.  State the commitment you are willing to make to the students.  For example:


1.  Using their 3x5 cards, offer to look up churches for them in the location of their new college.  The Wesleyan Church website already has a search engine designed to find churches in various locations (sometimes, all students need is an address to nudge them out the door to church).


2.  Arrange inter-semester get-togethers for students to connect and share their experiences.


3.  Offer accountability—postcards in the mail reminding students that they are being prayed for and serve an out-growable God.

Note to the leader: Again, repeat and affirm every reason that is given—even ones that are given multiple times.  After the reporter has finished reading his or her list, ask the group if they would like to add any additional reasons.  Naturally, only share what you are committed to make happen for every student—don’t make promises you cannot keep.
Have current young adults in the church share their stories of why they have remained in the church.  You may have to do some digging around in your church to find people to share their story, but it will be worth it for students to hear people one stage ahead of them speak of their experience with the church.  Stories should be brief, and should be listened to by the leader in advance.  After each story the students should be given the opportunity to ask questions of the story sharers.

Note to the leader:  When looking for people to share their stories, try to get an assortment of  reasons for remaining in church.  Perhaps one young adult who stay connected because she went through a difficult time in her life and did not know where else to go.  Perhaps one of the youth sponsors could share about how volunteering to work in the youth group plugged them into the church.



Note to the leader: The purpose of this devotional is to show students how the Bible paints a picture of a God to grow into.  Feel free to make any necessary adjustments for your group.  While this could be delivered as a formal devotional, the more you can get your students to participate and provide answers and insights, the better.  You might also want to consider printing the words to Psalm 77 in advance and giving them to your students to reflect upon.  

While there is no doubt youth benefit from parables and promises, I wonder what a youth group would look like that regularly explored the psalms of lament.  The writer of the 77th Psalm understood that God was not understandable.  The psalmist is not afraid to question God and shake his fist towards heaven:

I cry out to God without holding back.

Oh, that God would listen to me! 

I think of God, and I moan…You don't let me sleep.  I am too distressed even to pray! 

Has the Lord rejected me forever?

Will he never again show me favor? 

Is his unfailing love gone forever? 

Have his promises permanently failed? 

Has God forgotten to be kind?

Has he slammed the door on his compassion?
And I said, “This is my fate, that the blessings of the Most

High have changed to hatred.”


Yes, these are heavy words, but they are words an adolescent can grow into.  They are, in a sense, the heavy metal lyrics of the Bible. Exploring the rich and troubling laments allows for the unthinkable to enter into a youth adult’s life without killing faith.  In presenting this devotional, you may want to consider following the outline given below:  


1.  Read Psalm 77:1-10 out loud.

2.  Ask the students how they feel about this “heavy” passage of Scripture.  Ask them to think quietly for a few moments about a time in their life when it felt as if God had “slammed the door on his compassion.”  Give the students opportunities to share their experience with the group if they so desire.  Consider sharing a story from your life when it seemed God had slammed the door on compassion.


3.  Bring the conversation back around to reasons why people leave the church.  If someone hasn’t already mentioned it, suggest that perhaps some people leave the church when it seems as if their difficult circumstances have outgrown God.  Perhaps the death of a parent, the loss of an important relationship, or being drowned in school debt has prompted a breach of faith.  Make the point that sometimes people go through circumstances that seem so terrible and out of control that they don’t see how God can fit into the equation, or assume if there is a God, he is either powerless or uncaring.  Their experience with the world causes them to think that they have outgrown God.

4.  Contrast the God of their childhood with the God of the young adult years.  Ask students what their picture of God looked like when they were children (many will say things like “loving, perfect, kind”—many of their pictures will sound similar to Santa Claus).  Share that when difficult times come, if a young adult still has a child-like picture of God the young adult will be unable to cope with the difficult situation and will think their new “adult” situation has outgrown their child-like picture of God.  When young adults have an adequate picture of God, they have an image of a God they can grow in to no matter what type of difficult situation  they might be facing.

5.  (To be relayed to the students:) We cannot understand God.  God is uncomprehendable.  Sometimes it seems like he slams doors of compassion.  There are times when it feels like his love has disappeared, or that he hasn’t kept his promises.  There are times when it feels like God’s blessings have turned into hatred.  Some of you have experienced times like that; and all of you will have these experiences in the future.  The main question you are going to have to answer is, “Do I have the faith that worships a God I can grow into?”  
6.  (To be relayed to the students:) I don’t know why God does the things he does or allows for certain things to happen, but listen to the promises written by the Psalmist in the remainder of Psalm 77:
When the Red Sea saw you, O God,
its waters looked and trembled!
The sea quaked to its very depths.
The clouds poured down their rain;
the thunder rolled and crackled in the sky.
Your arrows of lightning flashed.
Your thunder roared from the whirlwind;
the lightning lit up the world!
The earth trembled and shook.
Your road led through the sea,
your pathway through the mighty waters--
a pathway no one knew was there!
You led your people along that road like a flock of sheep,
with Moses and Aaron as their shepherds.

7.  Ask the students what biblical story the Psalmist is referring to (the parting of the Red Sea).  Explore as a group the feelings the Israelites might have been feeling while the Egyptians were coming after them.
8.  (To be relayed to the students:) In the midst of difficult circumstances, when we feel as if death is looming and God is no where to be found, we have the promise that God has a path through the mighty waters—a path no one knows about.  Whenever you feel like your circumstances have outgrown God and he is no longer relevant, reflect on Psalm 77 and remember the hidden pathways God has prepared.

While am hesitant to say that certain parts of the Bible are more childish than others, I will admit that certain parts of the Bible are more grown-up than other parts.  As you graduate out of high school, your parent’s house, or wherever you are headed, I encourage you to explore Psalms like Psalm 77.  They are called the Psalms of lament and they deal with a person or a nation going through difficult times.  They are kind of the heavy metal lyrics of the Bible.  These are Psalms you can grow into.


Following the devotional, offer a brief prayer for God to reveal himself through his word during difficult circumstances.  After the prayer, the mood will most likely be reflective and somber.  Enter into a short time of worship.  A suggested song is listed in the appendix.
Note to the leader: Once again, this time can be as simple or as technical as you want.  You can sing with voices only, with a guitar, or along with a CD.  I recommend simple accompaniment to keep the mood reflective and intimate.



During this final section of the evening, have the students sit in a circle on the floor.  Hand out a piece of nice paper to each student and instruct them to write their names in large letters on the top.  Then instruct each student to hand their paper to the person sitting to their right.  Each piece of paper will be passed around the circle and will receive a message from every student and sponsor  present. 
Tell the students to write on each piece of paper either 1.  A gift they think the student has that could build up the church, or 2. A promise they pray for the student (this option is for those students who don’t know the person they are writing to).  After every paper has gone around the circle, each student should have a piece of paper with their name on it filled with encouragements and promises from their peers (be sure to have the sponsors participate as well).  Tell the students to keep this paper with them to remind them who they are in Christ and where they fit in with his church. 

As the students are winding down, gather them together for one last prayer for the evening.  Read to them the below portion from C.S. Lewis’ book Prince Caspian:

In C.S. Lewis’ book Prince Caspian, Lucy meets up with the lion, Aslan, after not seeing him for many years.

“Welcome, child,” [Aslan] said.

“Aslan,” said Lucy, “you’re bigger.”

“That is because you are older, little one,” answered he.

“Not because you are?”

“I am not.  But every year you grow, you will find me bigger.”

For a time she was so happy that she did not want to speak.

Prayer: Lord, I pray that the older we get the larger we will find you.  Please embed the knowledge in our hearts and heads that you are above everything and that you are a God we can grow into.  In Jesus’ name, amen.



When students awake, treat them to a pancake breakfast.  Arrange for adults in the church (not youth sponsors) to prepare and serve this meal—perhaps you can even get the senior pastor to participate.  By having outside adults come in and serve this meal, you are showing the students that they are valued members of the church, not just the youth group.


As stated earlier, the goal of this retreat is to see long-term effects as opposed to short-term effects.  Therefore, it will be months before you are able to truly evaluate the retreat.  Consider mailing your students self-addressed, self-stamped surveys for them to fill out twice a year (for those who attend college, perhaps half-way through each semester).  The survey could look as follows:
[image: image1.wmf]
Name (Optional):

Current activities (School or job):

One thing that surprised me after I graduated was:

Something that would have helped prepare me for life after graduation is:

In the past month I have attended church (circle one):

0 times

1 time

2 times

3 times

4 times

Reasons why I do or don’t attend:

· Check here if you would like a call from the pastor:

[image: image2.wmf]
Remember to follow through with any commitments you made to your students during the retreat!

If you decide to hold this retreat for future seniors, consider asking seniors who have been through this retreat to attend and share their own stories or experiences.


Suggested worship song for after the devotional:

“Give me Jesus” (an old African song)
In the morning, when I rise
In the morning, when I rise
In the morning, when I rise, give me Jesus

Give me Jesus,
Give me Jesus, 
You can have all this world, 
But give me Jesus

When I am alone
When I am alone
When I am alone, give me Jesus

Give me Jesus, 
Give me Jesus, 
You can have all this world, 
But give me Jesus

When I come to die
When I come to die
When I come to die, give me Jesus

Give me Jesus, 
Give me Jesus, 
You can have all this world, 
You can have all this world, 
You can have all this world, 
But give me Jesus

This song has recently been made popular by Christian artist Fernando Ortega.  His CD entitled, “Give me Jesus” would be appropriate to play if so desired.


Additional helpful resources:

Charry, Ellen T. “Will There be a Protestant Center?” Theology Today, vol. 57 n. 4 Jan. 
2001: 455.

Eisner, Elliot W. The Educational Imagination: On the Design and Evaluation of School 
Programs (2nd edition). MacMillan: New York, 1985.
Fowler, James W. Becoming Adult Becoming Christian. Jossey-Bass: San Francisco, 
2000.

Fowler, James W. Stages of Faith. Harper: San Francisco, 1995.


Joyce, Bruce R. et al. Models of Teaching (4th edition). Pearson Allyn and Bacon: 
Boston, 1992.
Lytch, Carol E. Choosing Church. Westminster: Louisville, 2004. 
Niebuhr, H. Richard. Radical Monotheism and Western Culture. Harper: New York, 1960.
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Growing Into God Retreat





1.  Hand out tickets (10 min.)





2.  Youth Group Highlights (10 min.)





3.  Startling Statistics (5 min.)





4.  First Small Group Time (13 min.)





5.  First Large Group Follow-up (10 min.)





6.  Role Play (17 min.)





7.  “King of the Hill” Episode (30 min.)





8.  Fashion Show of Outgrown Items (10 min.)





9.  Break (15 min.)





10.  Second Small Group Time (15 min.)





11.  Second Large Group Follow-up (5 min.)





12.  Sharing Stories (15 min.)





13.  Devotional: Growing Into God (15 min.)





14.  Worship (5 min.)





15.  Letting Go and Lifting Up/ Concluding Prayer (35 min.)
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16.  Sleep (8 hr.)





17.  Pancake Breakfast (30 min.)





18.  Follow-up/Evaluation
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Growing into God Retreat
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