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Introduction

It does not matter what kind of sailboat you build—it will not sail on its own.  I don’t care if you invest in the finest material and keep it clean and efficient—it will not sail on its own.  You could hire a first-class crew who has sailed half a dozen times around the world—still the boat will not sail.  A sailboat needs wind to sail.  Without a breeze, it is nothing more than a buoy in the water.  

The purpose of this book is not to get us from Florida to France; rather, it is designed that we might construct and assemble our own spiritual sailboats.  I am not going to suggest a destination, for every good sailor knows that “the wind blows where it chooses…”

These next few pages do not contain any “maps” or “compasses” for the Christian life; rather, the goal is to provide the canvas and wood necessary for a sturdy ship.  That way, we are in the best possible position to travel when and where the wind blows.  The sturdier the ship, the further we can travel.

Concept taken from John Ortberg’s book The Life You’ve Always Wanted.

God’s Will for Your Life

“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” Jeremiah 29:11

Like many people, I started my freshman year of college with three goals: I wanted to choose a major, stumble upon a job, and find a husband.  I was convinced that it was my job to find out precisely what God’s will was for my life.  In fact, I was fearful of missing His will.  I was afraid that if I did not register for a specific class I would miss the chance to discover the perfect major, miss my life calling, and miss the man I was supposed to marry (since naturally he would be assigned the seat next to me).  I think I would still be torturing myself with those fears were it not for a changed mindset--Jesus is my shepherd.

The idea of Jesus being our shepherd is not a new concept for us.  Before I went to Israel, I had a mental picture of a quaint little shepherd boy holding a staff leading the way with a dozen or so fluffy white sheep following obediently behind.  Upon my arrival, however, I quickly learned that was not the arrangement.  Instead, the shepherd would allow his flock to go off and graze along a hillside while he stood behind them.  Then, when the time came for them to move, he would prod them along from behind.  Interestingly enough, the shepherd didn’t lead and guide with a staff.   He would lead and guide with rocks!  On seeing a sheep go off on a wrong path, the shepherd would simply toss a rock in the sheep’s direction to discourage its meandering and get it back on track.  

Instead of expecting God to lead my every step, I began to realize that there is more freedom in God’s will than we think.  Perhaps he allows us to explore the mountainside, only tossing rocks our way to keep us in step with Him. 

By the way, I think I finally know what God’s will is.  Yes, I now know my major…but that wasn’t God’s will.  I’m pretty close to narrowing down a specific occupation…but that wasn’t God’s will either.  And yes, I am engaged to a man I love…but even that wasn’t God’s will.  God’s will is that I love Him with all of my heart, soul, mind, and strength.  God didn’t die on the cross for me to become a missionary, He died on the cross so that I might find freedom from my sins and enter into a relationship with God.  A relationship.  That’s what God desires—that is where God is glorified.

Leftovers, Anyone?

“’When you give blind animals as sacrifices, isn’t that wrong?  And isn’t it wrong to offer animals that are crippled and diseased?  Try giving gifts like that to your governor, and see how pleased he is!’ says the Lord Almighty.” Malachi 1:8


The worst meal for a seven-year-old is not tuna casserole.  Nor is it a plate of vegetables.  The worst meal for a seven-year-old is the meal that they had the night before…leftovers.  Did your parents ever try to disguise leftovers?  Did they add ketchup and oregano in hopes that you wouldn’t notice the repeat?  Why does the word “leftovers” leave such a foul taste in our mouths?   Well, let’s think about it.  Leftovers are second best.  


God and leftovers do not mix; that is why He was so upset with the Israelites.  Instead of sacrificing to them their finest animals, they bring him the sick, weakly, and diseased.  What was His response?  “I wish that one of you would shut the Temple doors so that these worthless sacrifices could not be offered!  I am not pleased with you.”  God wanted their best or nothing at all.  


What type of lamb are you offering to God?  Is He receiving the finest you have or is He stuck with the leftovers?  For the most part, it does not seem to occur to us that our leftovers might be displeasing.  We think that God will be thrilled with any scrap we give Him.  It’s as if we are saying, “What is the very least I can give God and still be considered okay?”  


God doesn’t want your leftover time, leftover talents, leftover money, leftover energy, or the leftover pieces of your heart.  Giving God 90% is 10% too short.  God wants your best or He wants nothing at all.

The Good vs. The Best

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:41


Have you ever seen the TV show Let’s Make A Deal?  A contestant is given the painstaking decision of keeping the prize they have just received, or exchanging it for what is behind a closed door.  So a contestant who just won a state of the art grill could be given the choice between keeping their prize or exchanging it for what’s behind door number one.  Now there’s a possibility that behind door number one is a brand new, fully loaded car.  On the other hand, door number one could hold a wallet.  A contestant had no way of knowing when to stick with the prize they received or to take a chance and trade it in.


If given the choice, not many of us would have a difficult time choosing between a dinner of filet mignon or moldy cheese.  Likewise, if we were given the option of a brand new Jaguar or an ’82 Hugo, a decision would not be too hard to come by.  But life is not that simple.  Our choices are normally not as black and white as these examples.  


Oswald Chambers says that, “The good is the enemy of the best.”  We do not need someone to tell us not to marry a mass murder.  That is obviously not the best decision.  The gray areas appear, however, when we have good decisions to make.  Should I settle for this job?  Should I attend this college?


Remember the story of Mary and Martha?  When Jesus comes for a visit, Mary sits at his feet, hanging upon His every word.  Martha, on the other hand, is cooking, cleaning and keeping things in order.  Both choices were good, but one was better.


Thankfully, we do not serve a “Let’s Make a Deal” God.  He does not randomly throw choices at us expecting us to guess in the dark, He has gives us brains.  God has given us intellect, experience, tradition, and Scripture to base our decisions on—let’s use them!

The Underdog

“Instead, God deliberately chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose those who are powerless to shame those who are powerful.” I Corinthians 1:27 (NLT)

What would you do if I told you that Venus Williams just killed me in a tennis match?  Or how about if I said that Tiger Woods just creamed my dad in a game of golf?  How surprised would you be if I said that Evander Holyfield just beat my little brother in a boxing match?  You probably would not be all that surprised.  You probably wouldn't expect any other outcome.


However, if I told you that I had just beat Michael Jordan in a game of one-on-one.  All of a sudden I’ve got your attention!  I imagine your response would have been something like: That’s impossible!  That’s amazing!  How did that happen?  Let me see the video tape…

Over and over, Scripture proves that God loves to use the underdog.  He loves to use the impractical, the weak, and the foolish.  Why?  “His power shows up best in weak people” (II Corinthians 12:9 LIV).  I Corinthians 1:27 goes on, “God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important…” Why?  “…so that no one can ever boast in the presence of God” (I Corinthians 1:28,29).


 Consider David.  If David had been fifteen feet tall when he killed Goliath, I doubt the story would have made it into the Bible.  People expect a fifteen-foot man to defeat nine footers.


How about Moses?  He was no eloquent speaker.  In fact, he stuttered!  He informed God (as if God didn’t already know), “O Lord, I’m just not a good speaker.  I never have been, and I’m not now, even after you have spoken to me.  I’m clumsy with words” (Exodus 4:10 NLT).  Little did Moses know that his impediment made him stand heads and shoulders above everyone else.  Moses’ weakness makes him perfect for the job!


Even the Apostle Paul had a weakness he refers to as his thorn in the flesh.  Scholars have only speculated as to what his weakness was.  Some suggest is was poor eyesight or malaria.  Others a guilty conscious for killing Christians earlier in his life, and still others have suggested that it was a wife he left at home!  The point is that Paul expresses thankfulness for his weakness.  He claims that it is his thorn in the flesh that keeps him usable.


Are you weak?  Do you struggle in certain areas?  Do you have a thorn in your flesh?  If so, you have just been placed on God’s "usable people" list.  Allow God’s power to show up in your weaknesses—it’s for His glory anyway.  “So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work through me” (II Corinthians 12:9b NLT).

Outrageous Requests

“When I called, you answered me; you made me bold and stouthearted.”

Psalm 138:3
Imagine what would happen if an employee of Microsoft went up to Bill Gates and said, “You know, Bill, I’ve been thinking about it, and, with your permission, I’d like to quit my job here at Microsoft and start working for Apple Computers.  I’d like to bring the top-secret projects I’ve been working on over to the new company as well—speaking of which, would you mind writing me a letter of recommendation?  Oh yes, and one more thing, would it be possible to borrow the company’s limo to drive to my new office?  Thanks boss.  Oops!  I mean, former boss.”

We could probably all guess what Bill Gate’s response would be. “You most certainly may not take those top-secret projects from this building.  I most certainly will not write you a letter of recommendation.  You most certainly will not be borrowing the company limo.  You may, however, pack your bags and hit the road…YOU’RE FIRED!”

What outrageous requests to make.  This man was obviously out of his mind.  No sane person would ever make these types of requests…would they?  Pastor Bill Hybels points out three very bold, even outrageous requests that a man by the name of Nehemiah makes:

After hearing about the broken down walls of Jerusalem, along with its burnt down gates, Nehemiah joins the majority of Israelites also in captivity and weeps.  He is not content with lamenting; however, he soon approaches the very king who has enslaved all of Israel and makes three very bold requests:

First, he asks that if he has found favor in the king’s eyes that he be allowed “to the city of Judah where [his] fathers are buried so that [he] can rebuild [the wall]”(Nehemiah 2:5).  It takes boldness to ask your employer and your king to leave his presence.


Secondly, he asks that the king provide “letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide [him] safe-conduct until [he] arrives in Judah”(2:7).  It takes boldness to ask for your employer and your king for protection as you leave your occupation.

Finally, he asks for “a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest, so he will give [him] timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy”(2:8).  It takes boldness to ask your employer and your king for permission not only to leave your place of occupancy but also to ask for the necessary material to build up the very walls of his former enemy.


Unlike the man mentioned earlier, Nehemiah acted with boldness—not stupidity.  These were not requests made by a crazy man, they were made by a man who had carefully prayed and fasted, earnestly seeking God’s will.  As the rest of the story goes, the Lord rewarded his boldness and eventually the city was restored.


God has big plans; he chooses to use ordinary people who are willing to dream big dreams and make outrageous requests.  How are you when it comes to making decisions?  Big dreams require big requests which require lots of prayer.  Do you have a big dream?  Are you scared?  That’s okay, Nehemiah “was very much afraid” (Nehemiah 2:2).  Go ahead and start dreaming on your knees—it can make even the most outrageous request seem practical. 

Giving God a Blank Check

“O Lord Almighty, if you will look down upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will give him back to you.  He will be yours for his entire lifetime.” I Samuel 1:11 (NLT)

Have you ever seen an infomercial on television?  They always look so good.  “When you purchase that Fat Burner 5000 you too will automatically lose five pounds a day without moving a muscle or changing your diet!”  Wow!  Five pounds a day without lifting a finger?  Sounds like a piece of cake!  And then you read the fine print: Warning, this product contains compounds that are highly likely to cause blindness, stomach ulcers, hair loss, numbness, and pimples.  All of a sudden Fat Burner 5000 isn’t looking so good.

Hannah made a commitment to God without any fine print.  More than anything, she wanted a son.  She was often teased for her barrenness, so much so that Scripture says she would “be reduced to tears and would not eat” (I Samuel 1:7).  Isn’t it strange that Hannah begs and pleads with God for a son and then promises to give him right back?



God did honor her request and she gives birth to a son named Samuel.  Does she go back on her promise?  Does she try to wiggle her way out of this one?  No.  She tells her husband that she will “Wait until the baby is weaned.  Then I will take him to the tabernacle and leave him there with the Lord permanently” (I Samuel 1:22).


When she brings Samuel to the temple, she does so whole-heartedly: “I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him.  So now I give him to the Lord.  For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord”(1:27).  Not only does she do so whole-heartedly, but she also does so cheerfully.  Immediately after bringing her only son to the temple, Hannah bursts into songs of praise, “My heart rejoices in the Lord…There is no one holy like the Lord…For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s”(2:1,2,8).


Hannah gave God a carte blanche.  A carte-what?  Carte blanche.  It is defined as: 1. A blank sheet of paper that is signed and given by the signer to another person to write in what he pleases. 2. Unconditional authority; full discretionary power.  In other words, a blank check.  Hannah gave Samuel to God no strings attached.  She, in a sense, said, “Here is my only son, God.  Do with him whatever You will.”


Is your life a blank check in God’s hand?  Or are you like one of those infomercials where everything advertised looks wonderful…until you read the fine  print?  Is there something that you are holding back from God?  Do you have any fine print in your heart?  Take time to examine your life right now.
When God Doesn’t Answer Prayer
“Ask and it will be given to you.” Matthew 7:7
Do you have an unanswered prayer request?  Chances are you do.  It can be particularly painful to pray about something for years and never see an answer.  It can be confusing when our prayers seem to correspond with God’s will (like the salvation of a loved one) and still no progress being made.

A pastor from my home church ran across something to help explain the question of unanswered prayer.  While this is not meant to be a trite answer to a deep question, perhaps it might help clear up some misconceptions:

If the request is wrong, God says, “No.”

If the timing is wrong, God says, “Slow.”

If you are wrong, God says, “Grow.”

If the request is right, 

The timing is right, 

And you are right,

God says, “Go.”

If the request is wrong…
Remember the mother of James and John?  Read again this request that she makes before Jesus, “In your Kingdom, will you let my two sons sit in places of honor next to you, one at your right and the other at your left?” (Matthew 20:22 NLIV).  Jesus knew this was not a wise request and even asked if she knew what she was asking!  The request was wrong.  God said "No."  

If the timing is wrong…


David was a great king.  He was known as a man after God’s own heart. David wanted to build a temple for the Lord.  Scripture reads “I had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of the Lord my God.  But this word of the Lord came to me… ‘You are not to build a house for my Name…But you will have a son [Solomon]…He is the one who will build a house for my Name’”(I Chronicles 22:7-9).  David made a wonderful request, but the timing was off.  When the timing is off, God says, "Slow."  

If you are wrong…


Day any night Hannah pleaded for a son.  It didn’t matter that she had a loving husband, Hannah wanted a son more than anything.  Her request was not wrong.  The timing seemed right, but still God was honor answering her request.  Finally, after years of making this request before the Lord, Hannah goes to the temple and prays, “O lord, Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life” (I Samuel 1:11).   Hannah had to come to the point of complete surrender before God granter her request.  Hannah had to grow.  Sometimes when God doesn’t answer our prayers, He is merely waiting for us to grow.


What types of requests are you making to the Lord?  Have you weighed the consequences of what might happen if your request is granted?  Who would receive the glory in such an event?  Before you ask God to give the “go,” double check your motives, the timing, and your own spiritual condition.  God does answer prayer--sometimes He says Go!  But there are times when He also says no, slow or grow.
Hallowing His Name

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name.” Matthew 6:9

I hate cough syrup.  The very mention of it sends shivers up my back and contorts my face.  I abhor it.  My sisters got a kick out of saying the word “cough syrup” when I’m around just to laugh at my automatic reaction.

I think part of my repulsion of cough syrup is a direct result of an unfortunate encounter I had with the medicine.  I was five years old and taking some form of medicine for an infection.  The instructions read “Take five teaspoons three times daily.”  I cried at every dosage.  Finally, after I threw up, my mom called the pharmacist and found that there had been an error.  I was taking five times the recommended dose!  It doesn’t matter that that experience took place over fifteen years ago, I still hate the stuff.  The very mention of it sends shivers down my spine and contorts my face.  My sisters get a kick out of saying the word “cough syrup” when I’m around just to laugh at my automatic reaction.

Hallowed.  It’s such an odd word.  I don’t even know what it means, much less how to hallow the name of Jesus.  I love how Henry Blackaby describes “hollow”.  He writes that to hallow Jesus’ name “is to do something that is in accordance with His character.  It means that Jesus would be pleased to join us in what we are doing.”  He goes on to write that if our actions take away from God’s reputation, he will jealously guard His name.  

Sometimes we are too concerned with protecting the reputation of people but too little concerned with protecting the holy name of God.  When the Israelites profaned God’s name before the nations by the way they lived, God “hallowed” His name: He made His name holy by punishing them (Ezek. 36:22).  When David sinned before his nation, God publicly disciplined him in order to protect the holiness of His name.







Henry Blackaby

Now by no means do I want to put cough syrup on the same level as Jesus, but it is possible to so tarnish His name through careless actions that those around us involuntarily shudder when they hear His name.  


What type of impression are you giving?   Are you hallowing His name?  Would Jesus be pleased to join you in your everyday activities?  Do those around you have a positive opinion of the God you serve?

Listening to God

“As you enter the house of God, keep your ears open and your mouth shut!” 

Ecclesiastes 5:1 (NLT)


A man walked into a doctor’s office with a list of complaints: “You have to help me, doctor, I am in such terrible pain!  I have a migraine, sore throat, a fever, and the chicken pox.”  He then fell to his knees sobbing, “Please, please, you’ve gotta help me.  I can’t make it without you!”  With that, the man stood up, thanked the doctor for his time, and left the clinic.  

There is something backwards about this story.  Although the man told the doctor about his aches and pains, he did not give the doctor a chance to prescribe any medication, much less make a diagnosis.

Do our prayers come across like this?  Do we chat with the doctor and then walk out the door as we finish our last sentence?  I once heard it said that in this type of situation, one views God as a personal valet.  We wake up in the morning, give God our “To-do” list, and then check back in with Him at night to see how he’s done; and if He’s lucky, we’ll let Him do it all over again tomorrow.

Does that mean it’s wrong to tell God about our aches and pains?  I don’t think so.  But don’t all good relationships consist of talking and listening?  Spend some time today listening to God.  Quiet yourself before Him.  Wait in His presence and listen for His voice.

Don’t just do something; STAND THERE!

“Find rest, O my soul, in God alone.” Psalm 62:5

Are you in a hurry?  How long is your “To-do” list?  How often do you look at your watch?  Do you find yourself rushing even when you don’t really need to? Are you constantly stressed out about deadlines?  Do you run up escaladers?  Do you try to run up elevators?  Are you wondering why you’re reading this devotional instead of studying for your big test tomorrow?


Author John Ortberg claims that Americans like to hurry.  He says that it makes us feel important.  I must confess that on a number of occasions I have ran through airport terminals.  Not because I was late, but because I liked the boost of adrenaline it gave, “I am desperately needed at the other side of the airport in precisely two minutes.”  Silly, I know.  Not only does hurrying make us feel important, but Ortburg also suggests that it keeps us from feeling lonely.  If we are rushing from one event to another, we don’t have time to think about loneliness or other problems we might be dealing with.  Even if you don’t like hurrying, there is a good chance you could be addicted to it.


Wouldn’t it be great if we could take a peak at Jesus’ calendar?  Throughout the Gospels, we never, ever see evidence of Jesus running or being preoccupied with busyness.  Isn’t that amazing?  Let’s think about it…if you knew that in a matter of three years you would have to quit your job, leave your friends and family, start a ministry, recruit twelve followers, heal the sick, raise the dead, appear before important government officials, stand through public trials, be brutally murdered, rise again three days later, ascend into heaven, and set the foundation for a new religion, how calm, cool and collected would you be?  


With all that Jesus had to do in three short years, how did He avoid this hurried life?  Jesus found the secret of solitude.  Throughout Scripture we read about times when Jesus went off to pray by Himself or went to a deserted place.  Alone time did not just happen for Jesus, it took a deliberate choice followed by a deliberate action; He worked at it.  When crowds followed Him “he went higher into the hills alone” (John 6:15).  We even have record of Him sending his disciples into a nearby town while he rested.  Because Jesus took time to renew His spirit with the Lord, His schedule never interfered with His ministry.


Have you taken a good look at your schedule lately?  Maybe it’s time for you to take a break with God.  Take a walk with him.  Take a nap in His presence.  Perhaps it’s time for a whole vacation with Jesus.  Take a break from doing and simply exist in His presence.  Be restored in Him.

Meditate?! Who, Me?

“My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that I may mediate on your promises.” Psalm 119:148


What does the word “meditate” mean to the average person?  They would probably immediately think of a lady in strange garments sitting in a pretzel position, finger and thumb together, pointed skyward, while continuously chanting.  When the average person hears the word “meditate,” immediately a mental picture of some new age person comes to mind.


What does the average Christian think of when they hear that word?  Perhaps you’re first though was of monks and nuns in dark, dank, gothic rooms reciting obscure Bible verses over and over again.


None of those images seem very practical in today’s culture.  So we are left with the question how can we appropriately meditate?  John Ortberg answers this question well.  He writes: 

You may feel that meditation is something only monks and mystics can do.  So let me ask, do you know how to worry?  If you can worry, you can meditate.  To meditate merely means to think about something over and over.  Let it simmer in your mind.  Reflect on it from different angles until it becomes a part of you.


Ortberg combines with missionary Frank Laubach to bring us practical ways in which we can mediate:

· In a social setting, whisper “God” or “Jesus” quietly as you glance at each person near you.  Practice “double vision” as Christ does—see the person as he is and the person Christ wants him to be.

· At mealtime, have an extra chair at the table to remind you of the presence of Christ.  As you see it, or touch it, remember his words: “Lo, I am with you always…”

· While reading a book or magazine—read it to him!  Laubach asks, “Have you ever opened a letter and read it with Jesus, realizing that he smiles with us a t the fun, rejoices with us in the successes, and weeps with us in the tragedies?  If not, you have missed one of life’s sweetest experiences.”

· When problem-solving at work, instead of talking to yourself about the problem, develop a new habit of talking to Christ.  (This is, after all, what Peter did with his problem of sinking.)  As Laubach says, “Many of us who have tried this have found that we think so much better that we never want to try to think without Him again!”

· Keep a picture of Christ or a cross or a word from Scripture someplace where you will see it just as you’re going to sleep.  Allow God to have the last word of the day.  Then let your eyes and mind begin there in the morning.  Laubach writes, “As we open our eyes and see a picture of Christ on the wall we may ask: ‘Now, Master, shall we get up?”  Some of us whisper to him our every thought about washing and dressing in the morning, about brushing our shoes and choosing our clothes.  Christ is interested in every trifle, because He loves us more intimately than a mother loves her babe…

Go ahead and give it a try.  Take some advice from John Ortberg and start that “spiritual worrying.”

Looking for Jesus

“About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake.  He was about to pass by them…[when] they cried out.” Mark 6:48,49

There are two points that can be drawn from this simple verse.  First of all, we need a mindset that specifically looks for encounters with the living God.  Author John Ortberg points out, if we are not looking for Him, He might just pass us by.  Jesus came in the fourth watch of the night—approximately 3 a.m.  I imagine that is not what the majority of us would call a convenient time.  To be a truly disciplined follower is to continually look for these appointments with God regardless of the time.

Secondly, as long as we think we can control a situation, He will let us handle it on our own.  Did Jesus know His disciples were in danger in that storm?  Yes.  Was He willing to help them?  Yes.  Did He go rushing out to their boat attempting to fix everything?  No.  In fact, I sincerely think if the disciples had not cried out, He would have continued on walking to Gennesaret.  Philip Yancey says, “God is a gentleman.”  He will not impose or try to worm His way into certain situations (though He certainly is capable of doing so).  Our God is a God who “waits to be wanted” (A.W. Tozer).

How about you?  Is your mind so preoccupied that it would be impossible for Jesus to get your attention?  Are you remembering to call upon the Name of the Lord in all circumstances?  

Make it your goal to be conscious of Him throughout your day.  As your walking from class to class, ask yourself what Jesus might be wanting to tell you.  God is omnipresent; He is always here, it is just a matter of looking for Him.

Follow the Leader

“Jesus called out to them, ‘Come, be my disciples, and I will show you how to fish for people.’  And they left their nets at once and went with him.’” Matthew 4:19,20

Do you remember playing “Follow the Leader” when you were little?  It was a simple game; all you had to do was copy the actions of your leader.  If she jumped over a barrel, you jumped over a barrel; if she climbed a tree, you climbed a tree.  You watched, you followed.

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus?  Well, it’s not that different from the childhood game.  To follow Jesus is to imitate him, to be “found in the way of Christ.”

The Peter and Andrew did at least two things that allowed them to be true followers of Christ.  First of all, they listened.  Jesus addressed them while they were at work in their boat.  This wasn’t just a little fishing trip, this was their occupation, the job that put food on their tables.  It could have been so easy for them to ignore Jesus and continue on with their work.  But they didn’t.  They listened, though it might not have seemed convenient.

The second thing these men did was to drop their nets and followed Him.  Could you imagine trying to follow someone while clinging on to a gigantic net?  Your feet would continually be tangled in its web; you would trip over the knotted ropes.  Peter and Andrew had been fishermen all their lives.  To release their nets meant letting go of their security blanket.  Only with their hands free were the men able to follow Jesus.


Are you following Jesus?  Are you jumping boulders and climbing fences with Him?  Maybe you are, but you’re having a difficult time trying to keep up.  If that’s the case, take a look at your hands.  Are you holding on to any nets?  Proverbs 5:22 reads, “An evil man is held captive by his own sins; they are ropes that catch and hold him.”  What do nets look like today?  You could be holding a net of prejudice.  Perhaps you are caught in the net of not really trusting Him to take care of your needs.  Believe it or not, some people can even tangled up in the net of theology.  Ask the Lord to make your ears sensitive to His voice, and follow after him as a net-less disciple.

If They Matter to Jesus…

“And pray for us too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.” Colossians 4:3


Paul prays for an open door for the message, not an open door to his jail cell.  Why?  Because Paul cares about the lost.  His heart is in tune with God’s.

How long have you had to wait in a doctor’s office?  Ten minutes?  Thirty minutes? An hour?  Isn’t it frustrating when someone isn’t there to meet you at the time of your appointment?  I have often heard it said that God sets up “appointments” for us to share of our relationship with Him to those around us.  Can we become too busy to follow through with these appointments?


In his letter to the Colossians, Paul lists off six steps to reaching the lost:

1. “Devote yourselves to prayer” (4:2)

2. “And pray for us…that God may open a door” (4:3)

3. “Pray that I may be able to proclaim it clearly” (4:4)

4. “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders” (4:5)

5. “make the most of every opportunity” (4:5)

6. “Let your conversations always be full of grace and seasoned with salt” (4:6)


Witnessing to others requires deliberate action.  You have to move in their direction, “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside” (Colossians 4:5 NKJV).  Walk towards them.  Show them that you care.

In the television sitcom “Cheers,” people enjoyed going to a place “where everybody knows your name.”  People want to be cared about and will look for relationships anywhere they can.  Jesus was not satisfied with the ninety-nine lambs that were left, He wanted all one hundred of them.  If they matter to Jesus, they should matter to us.

Moving the Barrier

“Jesus, once more deeply moved came to [Lazarus’] tomb.  It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.  ‘Take away the stone,’ he said…So they took away the stone…Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’  The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’”

John 11:38,39,41,43,44

Do you find the task of witnessing daunting?  I do.  It can be overwhelming to speak about something many people consider to be personal.  In fact, there are some Christians who find it so intimidating that they ignore the command to evangelize altogether.


Evangelist Jimmy Johnson has some great insights into the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.  He points out that Jesus doesn’t tell Lazarus’ friends to raise him from the dead—that would be impossible!  Instead, he gives them a simple and basic command, “Take away the stone.” 


Our job is not to raise people from the dead.  Our job is to remove barriers that might keep people from seeing Jesus.  While this task might seem much easier than actually raising the dead, moving stones still takes deliberate action.  I don’t imagine that it’s always fun or easy.  In fact, when Lazarus’ stone was removed, Mary and Martha feared that there would be a bad odor.  So while the task of removing barriers may take work and may include unpleasantaries, I don’t think we can even imagine the kind of celebrating that took place in Bethany that day. 


Notice what Jesus told Lazarus’ friends before he left them.  He said, “Take off his grave clothes and let him go” (John11:44).  Naturally, since Lazarus wasn’t dead anymore, he had no use for a dead man’s clothes.  He didn’t belong in them anymore.  I imagine his friends removed these clothes in private.  It would have been painfully embarrassing to do such a thing in front of a crowd.  I suppose this act was done as lovingly and gently as possible. Unfortunately, it is all too common for new Christians to feel bombarded by well meaning believers who want to strip them too quickly and too publicly of their past lifestyle.


How are you doing in this area?  Are you in the business of removing stones, or are you one to lay stone upon stone making it even harder for people to find Christ?  Just think, every time we lose our temper or gossip we could be building stone walls over the hearts of those around us.

Wisdom

“Zeal without knowledge is not good; a person who moves too quickly may go the wrong way.” Proverbs 19:2


A captain of an enormous ship was maneuvering through the ocean late one night when he saw a light some distance ahead.  Thinking of the large barge he was operating, he turned on his radio, “Hello, this is Captain Elliot suggesting that you move twenty degrees to the south.”  The reply came rather quickly, “This is Captain White suggesting that you move twenty degrees to the south.”  Captain Elliot was annoyed.  Again he picked up his radio, “I repeat, this is Captain Elliot and I am strongly suggesting that you move twenty degrees south.”  Again came the quick response, “We refuse to do so and must strongly insist that you move twenty degrees to the south.”  Captain Elliot was livid.  He furiously turned the switch on his radio and practically shouted, “This is Captain Elliot commanding you to execute the move.  I am an ocean liner!”  Captain White’s response silenced him, “Well I am a lighthouse.”


Have you ever jumped into a situation without really knowing the facts?  I have, and it always seems to get me in trouble.  Perhaps that’s why the Apostle Paul was so insistent on praying for wisdom for fellow believers: “I pray for you constantly that, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding” (Ephesians 1:16,17 NLT).


Do you tend to act without thinking?  Before you challenge another lighthouse, make sure you know that facts.  Desire wisdom.  Ask for wisdom.  “If you need wisdom—if you want to know what God wants you to do—ask him, and he will gladly tell you” (James 1:5 NLT).  

God’s Gifts

“God has given great gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual gifts.  Manage them well so that God’s generosity can flow through you.”

I Peter 5:10 NLT

Although I didn’t know Jennifer personally, I had heard the rumors.  “She doesn’t have any manners…She’ll teach your children swear words…Don’t let her into your house, she steals!  Her parents just let her run wild through the streets…”


I was a little surprised when my mother announced that she was going to take Jennifer shopping.  My mom worked on a playground at an elementary school and was disturbed to see this little girl outside in freezing temperatures wearing holey sneakers and a light spring jacket with a broken zipper.


I was even more surprised when my mom bought her outdoor wear from The Outpost. This was a high quality, expensive store—she didn’t even shop there for her own kids!  My mom had purchased the coat on her own, but wanted to take Jennifer with her to buys some boot.  

I’ll admit, I was proud of our charity.  I can recall smugly stepping into the car as we drove to Jennifer’s house to pick her up.  There I was, taking time out of my busy schedule to help clothe some poor, desperate child.  

From the moment Jennifer stepped into the car, she did not stop talking.  She wanted to go out for dinner…she thought that ice cream was a good idea.  It only got worse when we stepped inside the store.  She climbed up on the chairs and shouted that she wanted army boots.  She was quite a handful.  We finally settled on a suitable pair of boots and headed back home.  


A few days later my mom noticed Jennifer out on the playground.  No boots.  “Oh, I forgot them,” she answered carelessly.  Days later my mom noticed her walking in the mud wearing only her boots new white liners.  When asked why she was ruining the insides of her new boots, she merely smiled and shrugged.  A few days later she stopped wearing the new boots entirely.


I was mad.  Here we had gone and done this wonderful deed and she didn’t even appreciate it—no, it was worse than that, she seemed to do everything she could to ruin the beautiful new gifts.  I shared my frustration to my mother who very quietly and gently gave a reply.  She told me how God had quietly spoken to her heart reminding her of all the times she had dragged his name through the mud and wasted the gifts He had blessed her with—gifts she had not deserved.


What gifts have God given you?  Has God given you the gift of encouragement?  Great!  What are you doing about it?  Are you using the gift to uplift those around you or are you or are you “dragging your gift through the mud” through sarcasm and hurtful words?  What are you doing with the gifts God has given you?  God has given us gifts, not because of anything we have done, but because he want to bless us and bless others through us.  Manage your gifts well so that His Name will be glorified.

Joy Despite

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.” Habakkuk 3:17-19

When Corrie Ten Boom and her sister Betsy were moved to a new concentration camp during World War II, they found their barracks to be swarming with fleas and inhabited with lice.  Corrie writes that from a distance, the mattress literally appeared to be moving there were so many creatures on it.  When Betsy suggested that they thank God for their little friends, Corrie refused and vowed she never would.  As time went on, the women noticed that that none of the guards would enter their barracks; not one would step foot inside.  The resulting seclusion allowed Corrie and her sister to schedule regular Bible study times for the ladies in their living quarters. The hope of Christ was spread and lives were changed.  Later, the sisters realized that the absence of the soldiers was on account of the fleas and lice.  They were afraid of them!  Though these creatures were cause for much discomfort, the inmates--including Corrie--ended up rejoicing for their presence knowing that their company was what allowed the privacy to spread the word of God.


The type of joy that we are called to as Christians is not contingent on our circumstances.  Like Habakkuk, and like Corrie and Betsy, we too are to express joy and thanksgiving at all times.


If the passage of Scripture above were to be translated to our modern day equivalency, it might read something like: “Though there are not enough funds in my bank account, and the car breaks down.  Though I am laid off at work and my computer crashes.  Though my friends have deserted me and my health is failing, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.”


Did God want Corrie to be in a concentration camp?  I don’t think so.  Did He use Corrie’s experience in the concentration camp?  He certainly did.  God can use what He might not choose.  So how about you?  What are the “fleas” in your life?  Can you find ways to be thankful for them?  

The Importance of Joy
“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10

Are you a Christian?  I mean, are you a really, truly, genuine Christian?  No, I’m not going to ask how much time you spend in the Word or on your knees, I simply want to ask how much joy is in your life.  Believe it or not, the Bible reveals living the Christian life to the fullest means having the joy of Christ in your heart.

Scripture is very clear about the importance of joy.  The Psalmist writes “There is joy in [God’s] presence,” and that “God pours our joy on those who are righteous”(Psalm 21:6;45:7).  Paul feels so strongly about the importance of joy that he writes about it to the Galatians, “What has happened to all your joy?…how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you!” (Galatians 4:15,20).  Paul seems to imply that if you have salvation, you will have the joy of Christ.  The two go hand in hand—it is impossible to have joyless salvation.


Nehemiah 8:10 reads that “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”  If joy equals strength, then a lack of joy equals weakness.  Now here’s another question: if the devil wants you weak, what do you suppose will be the first thing he will attack?  You got it, your joy.  Do you desire to be strong in the Lord?  Then hold on to that joy.


It would be selfish to focus on receiving and retaining joy for ourselves.  It’s crucial to recognize the three-fold nature of this trait: first there is the joy that we experience.  Second comes the joy that we are able to bring to others.  These two purposes of joy, however, are not enough.  The third aspect is much deeper and significant.  Not only can we experience joy and share it with others, we can also bring joy to the very heart of God.  How?  Proverbs 10:1 reads, “A wise son brings joy to his father…” And again further in the book, “Be wise, my son, and bring joy to my heart” (Proverbs 27:11).


So tell me, how’s your joy level?  Are you weak?  Suffering from a lack of strength?  Do you bring joy to the life of others?  Are you bringing joy to the heart of God?  If you want to live the Christian life to the fullest, let the joy of the Lord flow through you.

Shine Like the Sun

“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us.” Psalm 67:1

“…The righteous will shine like the sun.” Matthew 13:43

Have you ever seen the moonlight and remarked on its beauty? The irony is, however, that there really is no such thing as moonlight.  The moon is just a dead star.  The light that we see radiating off the moon is actually from the sun.  The moon is empty, dead, full of craters.  A moon by itself does not shine.  However, since the moon is so precisely aligned with the sun, we are able to see its reflected light.


As Christians we are called to act like moons.  Living our lives in such a way that the light from the Lord is reflected off us.  However, in order to serve God in this way, we have to make sure that we are aligned with Christ.  So, what orbit are you in?  Are you in a position for Christ’s light to reflect off of you?  Paul writes to the Corinthians “that we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord.  And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more” (II Corinthians 3:18 NLT).


Not only does being closely aligned with Christ allow you to be an example for others, it also results in a blessing for you!  In his closing statements, Jude writes that we are to “Stay always within the boundaries where God’s love can bless you.  Wait patiently for the eternal life that our Lord Jesus Christ in his mercy is going to give you”(Jude 1:21 LIV).


Imagine how foolish it would be for the moon to take credit for the light that it reflects.  Try answering this question: what should be praised--the lasagna or the one who made the lasagna?  The one who made the lasagna, of course!  No one sits around praising noodles and cheese…or, no one in their right mind, I should say.  Do you sit back and allow people to admire the light you reflect or do you direct them to the Source?  Are you being praised for God’s work?  


To sum it up, ask yourself these two questions: first, am I in a position where God’s light can radiate off of me?  And secondly, am I giving credit where credit is due?

Spiritual Nudity

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Colossians 3:12

Remember the story The Emperor’s New Clothes?”  Convinced that only the truly intelligent could see this special garment, the emperor is duped into parading all through the streets naked, convinced he is finely dressed.  Though he was not able to see the cloth from the start, he did not want his subjects thinking he was anything less than a genius.  Naturally, no one wanted to be thought a fool, so whenever he asked for an opinion, he was told he was wearing the finest set of clothing in the land, though everyone knew he was naked.

So…he pranced around the streets until finally a small child cried. “The emperor has no clothes!” “Why isn’t the emperor wearing any clothes?”  This comment sent ripples of laughter throughout the crowd, causing the emperor to realize he had been tricked.

Though we might have laughed at that story as children, it may relate to us more than we would care to admit.  When we become children of God, Scripture tells us that we become new people, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (II Corinthians 5:17).  What would happen if we took off the old clothes, and failed to put on the new?  We would be naked!  We would walk around in the spiritual nude!  Spiritual nudity is taking off anything that is not Christ-like (bitterness, gossip, pornography, etc), but failing to put anything on in place of it.

Paul tells us how to clothe ourselves.  We are told to dress in compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  These are the types of clothes that makes us attractive in God’s eyes.

What does your wardrobe look like?  See if there are any garments that you need to take off…and once you do, be sure to clothe yourselves in the attributes of Christ Jesus.

Prison Clothes

“…He released Jehoiachin king of Judah and freed him from prison on the twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month.  He spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honor higher than those of the other kings who were with him in Babylon.  So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the king’s table.”  Jeremiah 52:31-34


Jehoiachin became the king of Judah at the age of eighteen.  He only ruled for three months and ten days when the King of Babylon took him prisoner.  We don’t hear of him again until thirty-seven years later when a new king releases him from prison at age fifty-five. The majority of his life was spent in a cell!  Imagine, being thrown into a prison right after graduating from high school and remaining there until a few years before retirement!

We don’t know what happened during those thirty-seven years.  All we know is that one day, a new king comes, calls him from his cell and speaks “kindly to him.”  The original Hebrew is “He lifted his head.”  Not only that, but he’s given new clothes, a place at the king’s table and an allowance.  After half a lifetime in jail, the words reach Jehoiachin’s ear, “You are free.”
There is a Jehoiachin in all of us.  We’ve been sentenced to a prison.  Then the Holy Spirit comes to speak kindly to us and lift our heads.  Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  We are liberated to live life the way it was intended to be lived.  This release from prison is nothing short of a true blessing.  Just as Jehoiachin could never earn a place at the king’s table, we too could never earn our forgiveness from sins.  It is a gift that God gives.

Not only did Jehoiachin leave his cell and sit at the king’s table, but he also took off his prison clothes.  He left his old self behind, and began a new life—a new life despite his age.  The Holy Spirit still does this today.  He lifts our heads and tells us that we do not have to wear prison garments anymore.  We can dine as liberated, set free, forgiven people.

I imagine Jehoiachin’s prison clothes were filthy, misshapen, and ragged.  What does prison garb look like today?  An unforgiving spirit?  A bad attitude? Painful memories?  Where are you?  In prison?  At the king’s table?  Are you at the table in rags?

Don’t go through life wearing prison clothes—not when you don’t want to.  Come out of your cell, take off your prison clothes, and accept the fact that you are a set free child of God called regularly to dine at the King’s table.

Getting off the Treadmill

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”  Galatians 5:1

Pretend that you are running a race.  You’ve trained for weeks—you hunger for victory.  As you make the final turn your eye catches the finish line pulled tightly across the track.  But wait!  Something is wrong.  The line is… moving… away from you!  Despite the sinking feeling in your stomach, you swallow the impending helplessness and pick up your pace.  The faster you run the further the finish line recedes.  Your legs burn from the inside out, your lungs feel as if they could burst, but so long as you can see the finish line, you keep running.  Pretty soon you notice that you’re not engaged in a race at all.  You’re merely running on a treadmill…and you can’t stop.

No, this isn’t every track runners' worst nightmare.  It’s been said to be the #1 hang-up in the life of a Christian.  This is the life story of a perfectionist.

 Perfectionism is often thought of or referred to as an “acceptable” sin.  In fact, many times it can be taken as a positive trait.  There is something satisfying that feeds the ego to know that you go beyond the normal Christian call of duty and have given your all.  Let’s face it, given the choice of what sin we’d rather struggle with, lust, lying, or perfectionism, I imagine the majority of us would chose option three.  There is just something about this disease that appeals to our self-esteem.  At least, it does to mine.  It’s easy for me to excuse my perfectionism.  “I’m doing this for God…won’t He be pleased to see my whole being occupied with serving Him!”  But there is a vast difference between serving God and trying to prove ourselves to Him. Perfectionism creeps in slowly; often times disguised as good intentions or pure motives.  

Perfectionism seems like God is always using His love against you.  He holds out His hands revealing bloodied palms and asks us why we’re not doing more.  There is a kind of spiritual paranoia that results from this picture of Jesus--one where we are forced to walk on spiritual eggshells.  We walk about continually straightening life’s pictures.  The perfectionist is a slave to their own goals, which completely goes against the very reason Christ came: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1).

There is only one cure for this disease…grace.  Now if you’re a die-hard perfectionist right about now you’re saying, “Okay, great!  Give me some of that grace, I’ll start changing this very minute!”  It is not a quick fix.  It is a process consisting of learning to lean on God's grace… not our own efforts.  “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

You are accepted.  Jesus Christ loves you, completely, wholeheartedly and permanently.  There is nothing you can do or stop doing that will make Him love you anymore or any less.  God loves you.

God’s Holy Temple

“’Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool.  What kind of house will you build for me?’ says the Lord.”  Acts 7:49

So what kind of house are you building for God?  Perhaps one of those white washed tombs Jesus talks about in Matthew:  “You are like white washed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean”(Matthew 23:27).  Maybe your heart is more like a Santa’s workshop—you have a Christmas-y relationship with Him—only calling upon him when there is something you want or need.  Or perhaps Jesus is living in a duplex.  Yes, he is residing in your heart, but you are not willing to give him supreme reign over you life.

The Apostle Paul writes that we are God’s holy temple.  The idea that we are holy temples seems to be used a lot against negative things (e.g. smoking, drinking, drugs, etc.).  However, if you take time to read about the temple Solomon built, you’ll see that there is more written about what should be done to the temple then what should be avoided.  If God’s spirit really lives inside of you, then there’s a question asked that you need to answer: “What kind of house will you build for me?” (Acts 7:49).  

There were two specific goals Solomon had when building this temple.  First of all, to make it a place of peace.  Secondly, to make it a place of beauty.

Solomon was so concerned with the temple being a place of peace that he forbid his workers to use any tools at the temple site.  “No hammer, chisel or any other iron tool was heard”(I Kings 6:7).  From the very start, Solomon had determined this temple would be one of peace.


Solomon also “overlaid the inside with pure gold, and he…overlaid the altar of cedar.  Solomon covered the inside of the temple with pure gold, and he extended gold chains across the inner sanctuary, which was overlaid with gold.  So he overlaid the whole interior with gold.  He also overlaid with gold the altar that belonged in the inner sanctuary” (I Kings 6:20-22).  Wow.  That’s a lot of gold.
There is no question about it, Solomon’s temple not only focused on becoming a place of peace and beauty, but there was a conscious effort made to keep the outside as well as the inside in prime condition.  Solomon built a beautiful house for the Lord.  

What kind of house are you building?  A tomb?  Do your prayers consist of wish-lists?  Does Christ have the deed to your house or is He sharing it with something?  Maybe it’s time for a little spring cleaning.

Submission

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to kings…or governors…For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.” I Peter 2:13-16

It is fairly easy to submit to those in authority when we hold similar views or are pleased with their decisions.  However, what about those leaders who seem incompetent or flawed? When is it acceptable to revolt, or merely bad-mouth those in authority?  Is it acceptable if the person is known for manipulating others?  Maybe.  How about if they have a history of squandering money and leaving their ministries in financial ruin?  Perhaps.  What if that person in authority is an acknowledged raving lunatic who throws spears and chases you around the land seeking to take your life when your only crime is delivering him and the rest of the country from death and enslavement—is it acceptable to raise up against a leader like that?  David did not think so.  “I will not lift my hand against my master, because he is the Lord’s anointed”(I Samuel 24:10).  Not only did David resist killing King Saul, he also kept his men from injuring the deranged man (I Samuel 24:7).  The closest thing David did to harming the king was to cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.  And even after doing that he felt guilty and repented (I Samuel 24:4,5)!  Was David more capable than Saul was?  Yes.  Was he more spiritually mature?  Certainly.  Did he revolt against his king?  No.  This is not the story of a man playing the silent martyr, nor is this the story of a wimp; David’s story is one of a man who understood what it meant to truly submit.

Practical ways to practice submission:

1. Hold your tongue!  Don’t speak poorly of those overseeing you.

2. Pray for humility!  Look out for hidden pride.

3. Compliment! Sincerely affirm those in authority whenever possible and/or appropriate.

4. Do good deeds!  I Peter 2:13-16 reads, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king…or governors…For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.”

5. Pray for them!
6. Without bashing their style/habits, make a list of things you would do differently (and keep it to yourself)!

What Shall I do With Christ?

“’What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Christ?’  Pilate asked.”


Come.  You, the jury, enter into the courtroom.  You have heard the powerful question: “What will you do with Christ?”  Let us consider the evidence.  Let us hear the testimonies.  Then we shall decide.  Listen as the witnesses approach the bench to answer the question that has been asked of all of us:

John the Baptist’s testimony: Behold, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29

Peter’s testimony: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:16

John’s testimony: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14

Paul’s testimony: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” Colossians 1:15

Mary’s testimony: “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” John 11:27

And now, your Honor, we would like to call in a witness who has never before been in the court of law.  We would like to call the angels…

The angel’s testimony: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11

Ah yes, you might be saying, by all means, call in his friends, disciples and heavenly hosts.  But what about those who hated him and clamored for his blood?   What do they have to say about this Jesus?

The Pharisees’ testimony: “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Matthew 9:12

The thief’s testimony: “We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.” Luke 23:41

Judas’ testimony: “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” Matthew 27:4

The Centurion’s testimony: “Surely he was the Son of God!” Matthew 27:54

You have called an angel, we could have guessed his response, do you dare call upon a witness from the depths of hell?

A demon’s testimony: “You are the Son of God.” Luke 4:41

And now, it is with great reverence and humility that we call upon the Almighty God...

God:  “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son.  He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.”

I John 5:9-10 NKJ

Call for the Verdict

And now, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, it is your turn.  What will you do with Christ?  You do have to do something.  Pilate’s worst decision of all was when he decided not to decide.  You can crown Him or crucify Him.  You can accept Him or reject Him.  You can confess Him or deny Him.  But you cannot ignore Him.  If you are not with Him, you are against Him (Matthew 12:30).  There is no middle ground.  So what will it be?  Who is this Christ?  Ladies and gentlemen, your answer…
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